BEING A GOOD NEIGHBOUR II

Now in the fourth year of King Darius it came to pass
that the word of the LORD came to Zechariah, on the
fourth day of the ninth month, Chislev, when the
people sent Sherezer, with Regem-Melech and his men,
to the house of God, to pray before the LORD, and to
ask the priests who were in the house of the LORD of
hosts, and the prophets, saying, “Should I weep in the
fifth month and fast as I have done for so many years?”
ZECH 7:1-3

Say to all the people of the land, and to the priests:
‘When you fasted and mourned in the fifth and seventh
months during those seventy years, did you really fast
for Me—for Me? When you eat and when you drink, do
you not eat and drink for yourselves? Should you not
have obeyed the words which the LORD proclaimed
through the former prophets when Jerusalem and the
cities around it were inhabited and prosperous, and the
South and the Lowland were inhabited?’
ZECH 7:5-7

Thus says the LORD of hosts: “Execute true justice,
show mercy and compassion everyone to his brother. Do
not oppress the widow or the fatherless, the alien or
the poor. Let none of you plan evil in his heart against
his brother.”
But they refused to heed, shrugged their shoulders, and
stopped their ears so that they could not hear. … (so) I
scattered them with a whirlwind among all the nations
which they had not known. Thus the land became
desolate after them, so that no one passed through or
returned for they made the pleasant land desolate.
ZECH 7:9-11

Is this not the fast that I have chosen: To loose the bonds of
wickedness, to undo the heavy burdens, to let the oppressed go
free, and that you break every yoke? Is it not to share your bread
with the hungry, and that you bring to your house the poor who
are cast out. When you see the naked, that you cover him, and
not hide yourself from your own flesh? Then your light shall break
forth like the morning, your healing shall spring forth speedily,
and your righteousness shall go before you. The glory of the LORD
shall be your rear guard. Then you shall call, and the LORD will
answer. You shall cry, and He will say, “Here I am.’ ‘If you take
away the yoke from your midst, the pointing of the finger, and
speaking wickedness. If you extend your soul to the hungry and
satisfy the afflicted soul, then your light shall dawn in the
darkness, and your darkness shall be as the noonday.

ISA 58:6-10

Then Jesus answered and said: “A certain man went down from Jerusalem
to Jericho, and fell among thieves, who stripped him of his clothing,
wounded him, and departed, leaving him half dead. Now by chance a
certain priest came down that road. And when he saw him, he passed by
on the other side. Likewise a Levite, when he arrived at the place, came
and looked, and passed by on the other side. But a certain Samaritan, as
he journeyed, came where he was. And when he saw him, he had
compassion. So he went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil
and wine; and he set him on his own animal, brought him to an inn, and
took care of him. On the next day, when he departed, he took out two
denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and said to him, “Take care of him
and whatever more you spend, when I come again, I will repay you.’ So
which of these three do you think was neighbor to him who fell among
the thieves?” And he said, “He who showed mercy on him.” Then Jesus
said to him, “Go and do likewise.”

LUKE 10:30-37

• KNOW your neighbour
• SURPRISE your neighbour
• SERVE your neighbour consistently
• INCLUDE, Involve, Invite, Integrate

